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Welcome to another page in the Family Album and the snapshots of our changing families. I’m Donna Davis.


When hearing about our children’s well-being, how we’re doing as parents, and the state of their education, all too often we tend to hear stories of gloom.  However, one recent publication produced by the U.S. Census highlighted some of the positive changes that might offer encouragement to many parents raising children these days.


A Census Bureau (Survey of Income and Program Participation [SIPP]), review of children’s well-being and their daily activities revealed that 75 percent of children 12 to 17 years old in school are performing at or above their grade level for their age.  Although this means that 25 percent are not, these numbers reflect an improvement of six percent over the past decade.  Additionally, of those children who aren’t at grade level, about one in four are considered “gifted” students, meaning they do advanced work in academic subjects (Census, 2007).


There are certainly many things that contribute to a child’s ability to perform in school, including the time they spend with their parents and on their own.  According to this Census report, 72 percent of children who are younger than six are praised by their parents three or more times daily, although once they hit the teen years, that praise decreased to only 37 percent who get that reinforcement from their parents.  Other important roles for parents are reading to and sharing meals with their children.  At the time of this research, parents typically read to their infants and toddlers about once a day, and just over half of those children under six ate breakfast with mom or dad.


Where the greatest risks lie for children are those who live in poverty, whose parents have lower levels of education, or who live with single parents. These children are less likely to be read to, talked to, or to share meals with their parents, all important to the healthy development of children. 

Listening, learning and living together, it’s the science of life.  “Family Album” is a co-production of University of Florida IFAS Extension, the Department of Family, Youth and Community Sciences and of WUFT-FM.  If you’d like to learn more, please visit our website at familyalbumradio.org.
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